When you hear the Bohemian Paradise you can picture huge
sandstone towers and rock blocks, creating groups with an apt name -
rock towns. Their origin goes back to the geological past of our
planet, to the period of 70 to 100 million years ago when the hard
bed of the North Bohemian formation was flooded by subtropical sea.

The sediments, deposited for million years on its bottom, gave rise
to a chalk plateau which was broken up by tectonic movements
in the Tertiary period. Climatic conditions and erosion gradually
modelled rock towns to their present appearance. In 1955 this area
was declared the Protected Landscape Area Bohemian Paradise
and it was enlarged in 2002. In 2005 the Bohemian Paradise
became the part of the European network of geoparks UNESCO.

the Hruba Skala Rock Town which is characterized by impres-
sive towers reaching the height of up to 55m and by steep canyons
leading from rock edges to deep romantic valleys. If you wander
through the Hruba Skala region, you can, walking from a viewpoint
to a viewpoint, look into the very heart of the rock town, or you can
follow the marked trails and stroll in the very proximity of giant
rocks which attract climbers so much. The most frequently visited
places include Maridnskd vyhlidka (Mary's Viewpoint), the view-
point U Lvicka (At the Lion), and Janova vyhlidka (John's viewpoint).
People gave names to individual rock groups and formations
and there are plenty of tales and stories connected with them. You
can pass Certova ruka (Devil's Hand), Kapelnik (Conductor), Majak
(Lighthouse), Sahara, Draci skaly (Dragon's Rocks) and squeeze
through the 65 meters long Mysi dira (Mouse Hole). Another
remarkable spot is the place where you can see a group of rocks
which seem to grow from the surface of the Vézicky pond.
The Hrubd Skala region has turned into the most frequently visited
place of the whole Bohemian Paradise, into a magnet which attracts
people to return there again and again. Other places of interest
include the Hruba Skala mansion and the ruins of the Valdstejn castle.
The Heart of the Bohemian Paradise - the town of Turnov - offers
a visit to the Museum of the Bohemian Paradise, the Dlask farm or
the Hruby Rohozec mansion.

Another place which attracts tourists is the group of Borecké
Rocks and the Apolena Rock Town with unusually shaped
walls where you can find a large number of overhangs, rock win-
dows and a unique rock gate.

In the easternmost part of the Bohemian Paradise lie Prachovské
Rocks. This unforgettable rock town originated from the remnants
of a sandstone plateau, broken up by ravines and gullies. It is cha-
racterized by slim towers and pillars with striking vertical cracks
and corners and by many rock promontories. Tourists are attracted
to this area mainly by the dense network of marked tourist trails
with frequent viewpoints which reveal the interior of rock towns.

The favourite places include "Americkd sluj* (American Cave),
unique "Cisafska chodba" (Emperor's Corridor) and especially
the "Vyhlidka Ceského raje" (Viewpoint of the Bohemian Paradise)
which gives you a beautiful view of the rocks towers Prachovska
jehla (Prachovska Needle) and Prachovska ¢apka (Prachovské Cap).
Another place of interest is the remarkable castle Pafez, cut
in a rock in the north-western part of Prachovské Rocks.

Every year, the nearby lJinolické ponds and the town of Ji¢in with
a large number of preserved Renaissance and Baroque sights bring
in the Prachovské Rocks region a great number of tourists.

Near the town of Sobotka lies the Plakanek Valley. Its two
kilometres long main valley with many small side valleys decorated
by rock formations looks like a deep canyon with a rich forest
growth and typical flora. Together with the preserved Gothic castle
Kost (Bone) charms the visitors with its unique spell.
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The noticeable Vranovsky ov ridg
and Suché Skaly (Dry Rocks) are the remnants of a iganti
formation which was lifted by the Alpine-Carpathian folding
and put into a vertical position. The narrow rock massive on
the right bank of the Jizera was used in the Middle Ages as the basis
of defence castles Vranov and Frydstejn. The viewpoint above
the Jizera gives an unforgettable panoramic view of the meander
of the lizera in places where water penetrated the craggy barrier.
Above the Zaborci hamlet, there is another group of rocks, this time
a smaller one, with remnants of a rock fortified settlement,
called Mala Skala Drabovna.

Another unforgettable view is that of the rugged range of Dry
Rocks (known as the "Bohemian Dolomiti") on the opposite side
of the river, where plenty of rock-climbers frequently go. The Rocks
at Besedice with the rock maze Kalich (Chalice) and Chlévisté
offer several attractive views of the whole Mald Skéla valley.
The Besedice Rocks and the Rocks at Sokol with many caves, pas-
sages and ravines, frequently formed by fallen rock blocks, used
to be the hiding place of the Czech Brethren in the times of religious
persecution. One such secret place of prayers is on a marked tourist
trail. Near the village of Rakousy the whole area turns into lime
sandstones with plenty of cleavage caves and fossil deposits.
The ruins of the medieval Zbirohy castle are also worth visiting.



INFORMATION CENTRES OF THE BOHEMIAN PARADISE ' ie ﬁ (L A i I oL
, 5 1,'1‘;,!‘,. A ﬁ ﬂ" o= e — : o Sl (D Hruba Skéla Rock Town
Infocentrum Mlada Boleslav S=p dpld ATy : N
Zelezna 107, 293 01 Mladd Boleslav, tel. 326 109 402, 326 322 173 4 u;
infocentrum@kulturamb.eu, www.mladoboleslavsko.eu Fmﬂ eIFSLln li
Informacni stiedisko Mésta Lomnice nad Popelkou
Husovo namésti 44, 512 51 Lomnice nad Popelkou, tel. 481 673 107, 739 568 347
info@kislomnice.cz, www.kislomnice.cz, www.lomnicenadpopelkou.cz
Méstské informacni centrum Jic¢in
Valdstejnovo namésti 1, 506 01 Jicin, tel. 493 534 390, mic@jicin.org
Www.kzmj.cz, www.jicin.org
Méstské informacni centrum Mnichovo Hradisté
Masarykovo ndmésti 299, 295 01 Mnichovo Hradisté, tel. 326 776 739
infocentrum@mnhradiste.cz, www.mnhradiste.cz
Méstské informacni centrum Sobotka
nam. Miru 3, 507 43 Sobotka, tel. 493 571 587, mic@sobotka.cz, www.sobotka.cz

Regionalni turistické informacni centrum Turnov
ném. Ceského réje 26, 511 01 Turnov, tel. 481 366 255, 481 366 256, info@tumov.cz Hilliw
www.infocentrum-turnov.cz Rohoze: 8

Turistické informaéni centrum Semily

um.. Z A 't A ~oriifly Y , @ Vegicky Pond, Podtrosecka tidoli

Ly ||| /ﬁw ..‘ 1 : [ 0.7 b & . : % Borecké Rocks
S~ . o Apolena Rock Town

Vodérs (ﬁ! '“‘ . () Prachovské Rocks
. / (®) Plakanek Valley
m,‘ -"f[,.*}f1 47 O .-il iy N s i W @ Vranov ridge
l ,f':lu’ e aousNHN Sy i AN ATERE 0P RAREE Dry Rocks
DTN y ' : (i T JI (® Mald Skila Drabovna
Rocks at Besedice

o === (i1) Drabské svétniCky
O | @ Pifhrazské Rocks

ty ' (@3 Moon Valley, Dribovna

Husova 2, 513 01 Semily, tel. 481 624 721, info@semily.cz, www.semily.cz Tatobi -y L
Turistické informaéni centrum Zelezny Brod - 2 3L KlokoCské Rocks, Betlémské Rocks o .
nam. 3. kvétna 1, 468 22 Zelezny Brod, tel. 483 333 999, info@zelbrod.cz - Y ’ M__ Rl N\
www.zeleznybrod.cz =, }.. @ Kozlov - Chlum - =

ﬂ information centre : train station
1 chateau, castle L rocks

. STARE % HRADY

K castle ruins R view tower
hrad a zamek . .
\ museum <> view point
TRIP [FOR CRINLDREN] ASW@}J%ULTS [ parking M quary

Published by "Sdruzeni Cesky rdj" in 2017.
Foto: L. Antos, B. Jakoubg. Print: Profi-tisk group, s. . o.

ﬂJEIﬂ F. TROSKAMI A N

FAIRY-TALE EXPERIENCE TOURS: Z 7
o The castle and chateau with the royal Dragon’s chamber: %
y 5'9

o Fairy-tale chateau cellars

o Fairy-tale castle grounds Staré Hrady, ¢p. 1, 4 . il L L CESKY RAJ \k Krai
e HealthyWorld and Bewitched Menagerie 507 23, Liban i l A ",_ t Jﬂ' ks O E J
ﬂ www.starehrady.cz o D P e PR : TR B T M KkLoveRADECKY
N AL YEAR ROUND phone: 602 302 265 ‘ p 78522 NG

rw@’“ﬂw
L i ‘““l-mi
’:Iilquu r'ﬁ:- ¥

Hrad Valdstejn

KULTURNI PAMATKA

info@hrad-valdstejn.cz

tel.: +420 739 014 104
tel.: +420 773 565 254

www.hrad-valdstejn.cz

Zelezng Brod - mésto, kde se snoupi krisy
ptirody s (idovou architekturou a lidvgm
temeslem

Galovice

lerven - u}e(eznoﬁrodsk_é jarmark Pyl 2 WY
ati - Sklendné mestelko JRe : L TR T o Nymprectt O

The whole area is dominated by the mysterious Kozakov hill which
is also the dividing point between the Bohemian Paradise
and the foothills of the Krkonose (Giant Mountains). On top
of the hill there is a lookout tower enabling a panoramic view
reaching from the Giant Mountains through Bohemian Paradise
to the Jestéd ridge and the Jizerské Mountains.

The deeply cut Kozakovska Drabovna and Mésicni udoli
(Moon Valley) are lined on both sides by sandstone outcrops
with typical tectonic ribs. At the foot of the Kozakov hill they turn
into a canyon-like valley. People found their first shelter in "Babi"
and "Kudrnacova pec" (Kudrnac's Oven) as early as in the prehi-
storic times. You should not miss a visit to the "Radostna studanka"
(Joyful Fountain), “Votrubcliv lom" (Votrubec Quarry) and an exhi-
bition of precious stones.

You can enter the area of Kloko¢ské Rocks, which are smoothly
connected with Betlémské Rocks, on a trail passing the roman-
tic Rotstejn castle, or through Klokocské Passages. Massive rock
blocks with only a few separated towers show the manner of rock
depositing on the bottom of the chalk sea. What is noticeable from
the geological point of view is the concentration of almost all geo-
morphologic shapes known in sandstones into the area
of approximately 3 square kilometres. The local pseudo-carst cave
Postojna gave shelter to the first hunters in the upper Jizera region.

ROCK TOWNS

To the south-west lies one of the favourite areas called Drabské
svétnicky. Together with PFihrazské Rocks they belong
to the Zehrovice tectonic formation, from which rises the basalt
hilltop of Muzsky. You can stroll through rocks with many ravines
and chimneys, separating individual rock blocks. Solitary towers are
not so frequent here - the well-known include "Kocka" (Cat),
"Bohatyr" (Warrior) or "Minaret". The rock of a unique shape
is without any doubt "Kobyla" (Mare), climbers' favourite rock.
A smaller massive called "Sokolka" or a rock of the mesa shape
"KFineckd skala" (KFinecka Rock) are also worth seeing. The Savlovy
les (Sabre Forest) well exemplifies the deformation of the forest
which followed a landslide. The lovers of history will enjoy the visit
to the ruins of the ValeCov castle and to the nearby town
of Mnichovo Hradisté with a Baroque mansion.

Our wandering through the rock towns of the Bohemian Paradise
has come to an end. Why don't you come to spend an unforgettable
holiday in a charming and unique region called the "Bohemian
Paradise", a region of rock towns, castles, tales and legends...

We are looking forward to your visit!
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